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Chef Katie Hochstedler (BMC board member) 
serves up a gourmet fund-raising meal for BMC.

1. A Changing Conversation
Editorial by Carol Wise in Outspoken Online: 
"It was with mixed emotions that I watched as US President Obama signed the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't
Tell, leading the way for lesbian, gay and bisexual men and women to openly participate in the armed
forces. On the one hand, I felt regret that the lgbt community has so readily supported the military as a noble
and desired profession, with so little critique about what it means to be part of a system that has largely been
utilized to violently subdue non-white people...." Full text 

2. BMC Gathering - Save the Date!!
Pending final confirmation, BMC will host its community gathering on October 7-9 at Ronora Lodge in
southwestern Michigan. It has been a number of years since the far flung BMC community has gathered, and
we look forward to a time of fun and relaxation together. If you have ideas about things you would like to
see happen during the gathering, particular themes, or interesting individuals whom you think would be
great as a presenter, please let us know.

3. Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to BMC during 2010. We always appreciate your support, and this
is especially true in this time of economic downturn. We have big plans for 2011, including a strong
presence at the denominational conferences, work on the elder project, the development of new workshops,
a trip to Ontario, sponsorship of the Progressive Brethren Gathering, the BMC Biennial Gathering, and our
usual ecumenical, denominational and individual outreach. We are always open to new ideas and
possibilities and eager to have more people involved, so please feel free to contact us at any time. Thank
you!



4. BMC Job Opening - Kaleidoscope Position
The Kaleidoscope Coordinator is a full-time one or two year volunteer position at BMC that provides
support, resources and programming for Mennonite and Brethren lgbtqa youth and young adults. The
coordinator also assists with general office duties as assigned by the executive director. The position offers
an opportunity to travel, to learn about how a non-profit runs, to experience the joys of living in Minnesota,
and most importantly, to make a difference in individual lives and within the church. This position will be
available August 2011. If you are interested or know someone who might be, please contact Carol Wise at
bmc@bmclgbt.org. More information about the position is available here. Although we have applied, BMC
is not a recognized placement for Brethren Volunteer Service or Mennonite Volunteer Service. However, we
are graciously recognized by Lutheran Volunteer Corps and the Volunteer Ministries of the United Church
of Christ, who offer their programmatic support for this position.

5. BMC Receives Grant for Elder Project
The Carpenter Foundation surprised BMC with an additional $10,000 to add to the $15,000 that it had
generously given in the fall for BMC's elder project. The funds will be used to develop a digital history that
captures the experience of BMC lgbt elders. Amy Short and Adam Hostetter are spearheading that effort. In
addition, the funds will be used to heighten people’s awareness of the particular challenges and strengths of
older lgbt people and to help educate and move Mennonite and Brethren retirement facilities towards
greater openness. BMC is very grateful to the Carpenter Foundation for their support of BMC and other lgbt
justice efforts throughout the United States.

6. Connecting Families Weekend - March 18-20
The Pearlstone Conference and Retreat Center in Reisterstown, Maryland, is the site for the annual
Connecting Families Weekend on March 18-20, 2011. This is a wonderful opportunity for Mennonite and
Brethren parents and families with lgbt members as well as lgbt people themselves, to gather to share stories,
relax in a supportive environment, and work at ways to educate and engage the church in dialogue and
understanding. This year's theme is One in Christ: Dividing Walls Destroyed and will be led by the planning
committee. Amy Yoder McGloughlin, pastor of Germantown Mennonite Church, will preach at the Sunday
morning worship service. Download a brochure and/or register here.

7. United American Families Act
The holidays are a reminder of the pain that can occur when lgbt families are separated from each other
because of discriminatory immigration laws. Because the United States does not recognize same-sex
relationships, US citizens are not able to sponsor their same-sex partner for immigration as heterosexual
couples can do. This often means that bi-national couples must either live apart for significant periods of
time or move outside of the US. The United American Families Act (UAFA) seeks to correct this injustice by
granting immigration status to same-sex partners. However, it is currently stalled in Congress. To learn more
about UAFA and what you can do to help, go to Immigration Equality or the Human Rights Campaign.
Nineteen other countries, including Canada, recognize same-sex couples for immigration purposes.

8. National Conference on LGBT Equality
The 23rd Creating Change conference, sponsored by The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, will be held
in Minneapolis from February 2-6. Meeting in conjunction with this year's conference is Practice Spirit, Do
Justice, a multi-faith mini-conference with the goal of building stronger alliances between secular and



religious communities. Details at www.creatingchange.org.

9. Civil Unions in Illinois
Effective July 1, same-gender couples will be able to enter into civil unions in Illinois. Currently in the US
same-gender couples are recognized in some capacity in 11 other states and the District of Columbia. This
has no bearing on the over 1000 federal benefits granted to opposite-gender couples.

10. Travel
January 14-15: Carol to Kansas City for Prairie to Pacific Roundtable 
January 22-23: Carol and Kirsten in Chicago at CPT orientation training 
February 2-6: Practice Spirit, Do Justice in Minneapolis 
March 18-20: Carol to Maryland for Connecting Families Weekend 

If we're going to be in your area, let us know! We'd love to meet with you.

BMC Staff 
Carol Wise - Executive Director, SCN Coordinator 
Kirsten Freed - Kaleidoscope Coordinator, BMC Volunteer 
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Donations to BMC can be made online, or by sending a check to PO Box 6300, Minneapolis, MN 55406.
Your contributions make a difference. Thank you for your generous support!
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