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1. COB Annual Conference Events

Luncheon: Tuesday, July 6 
Please reserve Tuesday, July 6 at noon for the BMC luncheon at the Church of the Brethren Annual
Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The luncheon will be held at the Smithfield United Church of
Christ, a welcoming congregation located approximately three blocks from the Convention Center. In
addition to a general update of BMC activities, the luncheon will feature individual reflections upon the
value of welcoming congregations.

The BMC luncheon is the best deal in town! Friendly people, a supportive setting, insightful presentations,
and a tasty lunch will cost you only $12. To make your reservations, please email or call (612-343-2060)
the BMC office and indicate whether you would prefer a turkey or vegetarian sandwich.

Open Conversation: Tuesday, July 6 
Are there questions that you have about the welcoming church movement? Do you wonder what resources
are available but don’t know where to find them? Are you interested in hearing what others are doing to help
their congregations be a more lgbt welcoming place? You are invited to bring any questions that you might
have, along with the wisdom of your own experiences, to an open and relaxed conversation that will be
convened by Carol Wise from 2:00 – 3:15 on Tuesday, July 6th at the Smithfield United Church of Christ.
This will follow the BMC luncheon, so you’re encouraged to come for the food and stay for the
conversation!

Rainbow Scarves  
Womaen’s Caucus is leading the rainbow scarves project at Annual Conference again this
summer. As a show of support for a more welcoming church, conference participants are
invited to wear a rainbow scarf throughout the conference, and/or crochet scarves for
others to wear. Rainbow scarves for Annual Conference can be sent to: Sharon Nearhoof
May, 2064 Ridge Road, Tyrone PA 16686. Show your rainbow colors!

2. Mennonite Strategy and Planning Summit to Convene
Representatives from BMC, Pink Menno, Open Letter, MennoNeighbors and the Supportive Communities
Network (SCN), groups that share a common vision of an inclusive Mennonite Church, will be meeting in



Chicago this month for a strategy summit. The purpose of the gathering is to build upon the strengths of
each group in a concerted effort to empower and resource those who seek healing and hope for the
Mennonite Church through the inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people and their
supporters. It builds upon the energy and interest that emerged during the Columbus Assembly last summer. 

Topics for the gathering include: 
+ empowering people in the pews 
+ embracing the full racial and ethnic diversity of the church 
+ engaging denominational leadership 
+ addressing policy changes 
+ looking ahead to Pittsburgh 2011 

This is an exciting time in the life of the welcoming movement within the Mennonite Church! If you have
some ideas about these topics and/or other ways that we can move the Mennonite Church forward, the
planning committee (Su Flickinger, Sheri Hostetler, Carol Wise, Luke Yoder) would love to hear from you.
Please feel free to send your comments to the planning committee at FMSF@aol.com. 

The summit will include a community potluck and town hall meeting that will be held at 6:30 on Saturday
evening, May 22nd at Chicago Community Mennonite Church. All are invited to this event, which promises
to be a time of good conversation and company. Directions to the church, including public transportation
routes, may be found at www.chicagocommunitymennonite.org.

3. Scarves for National Youth Conference Needed
The La Verne Church of the Brethren Youth attending National Youth Conference invite those who knit or
crochet to make rainbow scarves for youth attending NYC. Just as rainbow scarves were worn at Annual
Conference, National Older Adult Conference and the Progressive Gathering, so the youth hope to have
rainbow scarves to pass out at National Youth Conference, July 17-22, 2010 in Ft. Collins, CO. Help show
that the church should be a place where everyone is welcome. Please mail your rainbow scarves for National
Youth Conference to: Maurice Shenk, 1601 West Swallow Rd., Unit 6-D, Ft. Collins CO 80526. Directions
for the scarves can be found on the Womaen’s Caucus website. 

Have you always wanted to learn how to crochet? This is a perfect beginner project! Crocheting is a great
way to keep your hands busy during church committee meetings, or to be productive while keeping up with
a favourite TV show. Get someone to teach the youth group and make an event out of it. Are you
Mennonite? Start a project for Calgary 2010 or make pink things for Pittsburg 2011!

4. Bishops and Elders Council Report
BMC’s Executive Director, Carol Wise, joined
ecumenical colleagues in Washington, DC for the
Bishop and Elders Council meeting, a gathering of
faith-based lgbt groups representing a broad range of
theology and denominational affiliations. During its
meeting time, the group met with representatives from
the White House staff and HUD (Housing and Urban

Development) for a very positive and engaging conversation about lgbt community needs. Small changes in
policy can have a significant impact upon the lgbt community – for example, a recent redefinition of
“family” in HUD policy has meant that lgbt families are now eligible for subsidized housing. In addition,
the Council worked at better understanding the intersections of race, gender,
orientation, class and gender identity, and their implications for our mutual work.
The gathering ended with a press conference highlighting the serious plight of
lgbt people in Uganda, a situation exacerbated by US evangelical fundamentalists
who travel there to export and incite homophobia. In the photo on the right,
"Marcus" a young, gay Ugandan man, leads the group in prayer. His face cannot
be photographed because of fears that his family in Uganda would be targeted for
persecution and violence.



5. Transsexual and Transgender Human Rights in Canada
Many people are surprised to learn that transsexual and transgender human rights are not yet protected
under Canada's Human Rights Act (sexual orientation was added in 2004). MP Bill Siksay has introduced a
Private member's bill to amend Canada's Human Rights Act to include gender identity and gender
expression. The bill also includes provisions to protect transsexual and transgender people from hate crimes.
May 10 is the date tentatively set for the House of Commons to debate this (bill C-389). 

Contact your federal representative to let them know how you would like them to vote. When talking to
others (politicians, friends, family) it is helpful to focus on how values you both share connect to the issue at
hand. For example, human rights and protections from hate crimes are easily connectible to specific values
that can be labeled as “Christian” or “Canadian.”

6. Multifaith Musings: Essays and Exchanges
Congratulations to Dorothy Yoder Nyce upon her publication of a new book, Multifaith Musing: Essays
and Exchanges. Dorothy’s openness and interest in other people, their lives and ideas, has made her a
persistent advocate for women and lgbt people within the Christian church as well as an engaged interfaith
conversation partner. These essays and reflections bear witness to her wisdom, experience and deep
commitment to dialogue. The book may be ordered from Evangel Author Services for $10 plus shipping or
from Dorothy directly at dyodnyce@bnin.net.

7. Bethany Seminary Trip Report
At the invitation of students, Carol Wise recently spent two full days on the campus of Bethany Seminary,
the Church of the Brethren seminary in Richmond, Indiana. Activities while on campus included preaching
at chapel (An Ode to Doubt), leading an open forum on sexuality and the church, offering a presentation
entitled History Matters: The Experience of LGBT Elders  at Peace Forum, meeting individually with
students and faculty, and sharing dinner with Bethany and Earlham School of Religion lgbtq students.
Interest from students and faculty was high, and it was hopeful to note that one of its largest classes in recent
history at Bethany are eager and interested in engaging critical issues facing the church.

8. Bullying and lgbtq Students of Color
LGBT students of color face unique and diverse challenges regarding victimization at school, according to
Shared Differences: The Experiences of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Students of Color in Our
Nation's Schools, a report by GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network. 

9. Be a BMC Ambassador
Spread the word! Have you read something interesting in NewsNet recently? Don’t be shy about forwarding
this email to others! People to consider: 

+ a friend 
+ an lgbt or allied person 
+ your pastor / congregational leader 
+ someone who’s never heard of BMC

10. Travel
May 20-23: Carol in Chicago for Mennonite Strategy and Planning Summit 
June 3-21: Carol on vacation 
July 3-7: Carol in Pittsburgh for COB Annual Conference 
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BMC Staff 
Carol Wise - Executive Director, SCN Coordinator 
Kirsten Freed - Kaleidoscope Coordinator, BMC Volunteer 
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